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Reminiscence From a Retired Nurse
For those of you too young to remember I will share
a story from nursing school; when we attended
class at the hospital! My story begins with my joy
of being Lutheran and my love for nursing. I was
able to hold onto both even as I attended classes at
Milwaukee County General Hospital in their School
of Nursing. My joy came from the interaction we
had with Pastor Arnold Schroeder, who was the
Chaplain at the hospital. He was the original model
for what is now known as “Institutional Ministries”
in the WELS. He was fantastic with the patients, and
we were also blessed to have him as a guest lecturer
each year (yes, even for a public education program).
The focus of his talk with us was how we could
serve God through our careers. To be a Lutheran
and have one of our pastors come and give such an
inspiring message made me so proud and feeling
blessed. Pastor Schroeder was truly a gifted speaker.

approaching our work from this viewpoint helped
us find ways to bring peace to the unit and could
feel more confident in our own safety. At the time,
while still in school, I didn’t understand how writing
a spiritual assessment for my patients would be a
vital skill in my career. I approached this part of the
care plan from my Lutheran faith and am so grateful
to have had this foundation, and I am sure is why I
received A’s.
By Gail Maxwell, RN
(edited by Wendy Crary-with permission)

Years later as I was working as a nurse on a
psychiatric unit, the words of Pastor Schroeder
became very useful. The patients were challenging,
the staff very supportive and yet we all struggled
to keep going some days. I was known to many as
the “WELS lady,” as I shared the joy of my faith, my
church family in Muskego, and the happiness I felt
by singing in the choir. There were other Lutherans
on staff from St. Philip’s in Milwaukee and we
must have made an impression on people as there
was a real effort made by them to act in both
word and deed in a Christian manner. I know that
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A Resourceful RN
I am one of several nurses in our small, rural church
in Fairfax, Minn. Over the years, I have found that
when a member of our congregation needs medical
assistance during a service or event, the only tools
I had at my disposal in church were my hands and
my watch. As an ICU nurse in a local hospital, I am
used to having all the necessary nursing tools for
any situation that arises. We do not have a formal
parish nurse program in our church, so this is
when Thrivent Choice Dollars came to the rescue! I
applied for a Thrivent grant in the amount of $250
to help with some basic parish nursing supplies for
our church. With this money, I purchased a manual
blood pressure cuff (with two sizes of cuffs) and
a battery operated, automatic blood pressure cuff
for the congregation to use if one of our nurses are
not present. I bought a stethoscope, CPR masks,
large first aid kit, gloves, ice packs, hand gel and
cleaning wipes (for use on the equipment in between
patients). All of these items were placed in a clear bin
for all to see and use and is located in the narthex
of the church for easy access. I would encourage
everyone to use their Thrivent Choice Dollars to jump
start their parish nursing program!

By Amy Buboltz, BSN, RN

• News & Notes •
■■ Welcome new Council Members: Mary
Bruskewitz and Kristi Opper have kindly
offered to join our small team and add their
God given talent to our efforts! We welcome
you with open arms, and pray you find the
work fulfilling.
■■ Spring Conference—Mid April 2018, at
Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn.:
With an excursion planned to Bethany
Lutheran College’s new Nursing Program
for a tour of the facility and fellowship.
Stay tuned for more specifics as the Council
and Conference Planning team finalize
arrangements.
■■ Parish Nurse Course: Online Summer 2017
had students from California, Minnesota,
and Nebraska. Keep these nurses in your
prayers as they apply that knowledge and
they establish a parish nurse ministry in their
congregation and a big thank you to Christian
Aid & Relief for the matching funds grant to
help with tuition costs!
■■ Stateside Opportunity—Nurse
Coordinator: Have a love for missions? The
Central Africa Medical Mission is looking for
a Registered Nurse to serve on our stateside
committee. While the nurse coordinator must
be an RN, extensive knowledge of CAMM
is not necessary. Those interested must be
WELS or ELS and have a willingness to learn
about the influence CAMM has on those we
serve in Zambia and Malawi. Please contact
Linda Liesener at cammcontact@charter.net or
Shelly Sievert at sievertsr@gmail.com.
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